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SYDNEY STARTUPS TAKE WORLD STAGE AT STARTCON 

The NSW Government will strengthen Sydney’s place as Australia’s startup capital by backing 
Australia’s largest startup conference, StartCon 2017, to be held in Sydney from 1-2 December. 

Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW, Small Business and Skills John Barilaro said the 
NSW Government-supported Jobs for NSW will be a leading sponsor of the conference to 
provide further growth opportunities for the State’s thriving startup sector on top of its $35 
million investment in the Sydney Startup Hub. 

“StartCon is Australia’s biggest startup conference and this sponsorship is an investment in 
building our State’s startup culture and promoting our best startup talent to a wide 
international audience,” Mr Barilaro said. 

“StartCon will shine a light on Sydney by attracting some of the world’s biggest technology 
names among 4,000 attendees, 350 investors and 60 speakers. 

“As well as the nation’s largest startup growth conference, it will feature the largest startup 
pitch competition which last year saw over 85 startup founders present to seasoned investors 
including Shark Tank’s Steve Baxter.  

“More than $120,000 in prizes were given out in 2016 and the winning startup went on to 
represent Australia at the Global Startup World Cup in San Francisco. 

“Startup Alley at StartCon will be a perfect launch pad to showcase our State’s emerging and 
high-growth startups and its buzzing exhibition floor will also feature big technology players like 
Microsoft, Amazon AWS, Salesforce, and IBM.” 

Head of StartCon Cheryl Mack said they are incredibly lucky to have a major government 
partner that shares our passion and commitment to the local startup scene.  

“Jobs for NSW has a rich background in supporting the ecosystem and we cannot wait to work 
together in the coming months to make 2017 the valuable experience for our record breaking 
4,000 attendees expected to attend.  

“Together we have the power to transform Australia's tech scene into a thriving and sustainable 
industry, creating countless jobs for future generations" according to StartCon’s Cheryl Mack. 

Mr Barilaro said NSW is Australia’s leader in startup activity with 41% of startup founders 
(Source: 2017 Startup Muster report). 

“Jobs for NSW has supported more than 100 startups through its grants and loans to develop 
their products and businesses and accelerate their market adoption.” 
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